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West Virginia coach Bob Huggins

On WVU’s defensive performance today
We turn people loose too much. We have to do a better job of not turning people loose at the rim. Thank God we have 
five centers, because if we only had two, both of them would foul out. We just can’t keep turning people loose at the 
rim like that. It’s all of the perimeter guys.  

On the biggest difference between first and second half
We made some shots. It was just hard to get any kind of flow. We’re trying to speed the game up and play a little 
faster, and it’s hard when there are continuous stoppages. Let’s be honest -  they missed a bunch of free throws. That 
helped us. We can’t take any credit for guarding them. 

On making adjustments throughout the game
We really backed off of the pressure. We want to get the game going up and down. We want to use our depth. We 
couldn’t really do the full court stuff and get them playing as fast as we wanted them to play. You certainly don’t 
want them to continue to score from the free-throw line, so you have to back it off some. 

On the NCAA Tournament seeding predictions coming out today
I think it takes a lot of pressure off of the committee. I think now people can see kind of what they’re thinking. Be-
fore, it was a big surprise and, obviously, everyone is not going to agree. I think coming out now, people can kind of 
do what the committee does. Kind of watch teams, see who’s playing well, see who’s not playing well. I mean, we 
shouldn’t have lost some games we lost. That’s easy to say, but if we maybe would have taken care of our business, 
we wouldn’t be a four seed. We’d probably be a two or a one. Maybe ... I don’t know. I was on the ad-hoc committee 
and I was very much in favor of them coming out early. I think it does a lot of things. I think it takes a lot of pressure 
off of them, and they do have a lot of pressure on them. I think the other thing is it really gets people in the kind of 
mood of basketball. It gets basketball a little bit more exposure. I think it’s all good. I don’t see any downside in it.
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Kansas State coach Bruce Weber

Opening Statement
We battled, and we had opportunities in the first half. You have to make your free throws; you have to finish 
at the hoop.  We had a lot of open shots that we didn’t make.  If you can stretch that thing out instead of being 
tied, you’re up six or eight at halftime.  Maybe it’s a whole different game, but we didn’t do that, and then they 
stepped it up. (They had) A lot of bodies; that probably took a toll on us. We didn’t guard very well, and then we 
lost our poise a little bit. It’s disappointing, but we have to get ready for the next one. 

On the long scoring drought
We didn’t always make the right pass.  We didn’t make all the right plays. We missed some shots.  We missed 
open shots. I kind of joked before the game against them because of the way they play. You move the ball and 
you have to jump up and make open shots.  It always helps.

On senior forward DJ Johnson
If you ask Coach Huggins after the game last time - you guys were in the press conference.  He followed every-
one out, and he was the difference in the game. In that game you could throw it inside, now you don’t have that 
inside force. I wish (senior forward) Dean (Wade) would be a little bit stronger playing inside.  Try to get some 
things around the hoop but maybe that’s the come of the future. You miss him, there’s no doubt about that. 

On his lineups 
(Freshman guard) Brian Patrick and (senior forward) Austin Budke did a nice job. First half, with (senior guard) 
Carlbe (Ervin II), they gave us a chance but over the course of time, you have to have everyone else play. Your 
main guys ... I thought (senior guard) Wes Iwundu’s first half was big time. I don’t know what do you have, 
eight and seven or something like that, and a couple turnovers. Second half, it’s a hard place the way the game 
was, the fouls ... we lost our poise a little bit. 


